Black Methodist Consultation  



Memosa Resort,  Parys 9th July, 2010
The Relationship between Faith and Environment  -  bringing environmental responsiveness into the agenda of faith communities
I congratulate you on choosing this subject for your connexional consultation.  At the outset I want to say that this subject of Faith and Environment is so important, we must put it onto the agenda of all our congregations. 

Why do I say this?

· To begin with we need to recognise that we are all totally dependent on the natural environment. We cannot survive without clean air, clean water, soil to grow our crops in, oceans to harvest our fish, forests to provide us with wood and provide the lungs for the planet.

· God clearly charged us to look after and to care for God’s creation. In Gen 1 God declared everything that he had made as “very good.”  In Gen 2:15 God appointed us to be “Earthkeepers”, to keep the earth for God and for future generations. 

· God sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, to be with us here on earth – the Incarnation is that of God coming to be with us on earth, so that God’s kingdom will be established here on God’s earth. We pray daily in the Lord’s Prayer, Thy will be done on earth as it is already being done in heaven.

· We know that God is in charge in heaven. We know that God wants his kingdom to be established here. Jesus is therefore deeply concerned about our well-being in our life here and now. The reward might be going to heaven, but that is not the purpose! The purpose is our well-being in the here and now. But we are realizing more and more that our well-being is dependent on the natural environment. 

· The harsh reality is that we humans are rapidly destroying the natural environment and causing the web of life to become unravelled, thereby threatening the existence of all life on this planet.

We shall explore what our response should be to the many issues we face in the world today, and specifically what our Christian response should be.

The address will be in the form of a power point presentation.  We shall start by examining the Biblical basis for our involvement and action in environmental issues.  This will lead us to recognizing the need for eco-justice – that is both economic and ecological justice
We will then consider the huge implications of the loss of biodiversity, or in more Biblical terms, the extinction of God’s creation that we are bringing about.  
This will lead onto climate change, which is hastening extinction and bringing into stark clarity the impact humanity is having on the natural environment.  As part of this, we must examine South Africa’s energy policy, as well as preparations that are being made for the next UNFCCC Conference of Parties (COP) 17 to be held in South Africa in 2011.

We will also consider what we, the churches, should be doing about environmental care in general, and will consider the development of Eco-Congregations.
We should finally consider what commitments we Christians should make regarding care of the Environment, arising from our Faith.
Bishop Geoff Davies
