Geoffrey Francis Davies

Bishop Geoff Davies is Executive Director of the Southern African Faith Communities’ Environment Institute (SAFCEI), which is dedicated to raising awareness and promoting responsible action by Faith Communities in response to the environmental crisis facing humanity and all life on this planet.   
The members of SAFCEI are united in their vision: Faith communities committed to cherishing living earth. SAFCEI’s mission states: We are an institute of people of many faiths, united in our diversity through our common commitment to earthkeeping.  Our aim is to support the faith communities in fulfilling their environmental & socio-economic responsibility.  We act as a bridge among the faith communities of southern Africa and with environmental organizations.
We believe all faiths and all nations should unite to meet the environmental challenges facing the planet, and that the faiths have a significant role to play in bringing this about, placing values and morality on the economic, social and environmental agenda.

Prior to its formation in 2005 Bishop Geoff was based in Kokstad for seventeen years where he was the first Bishop of the newly formed Anglican Diocese of Umzimvubu, covering East Griqualand and the northern half of the former Transkei.  During this time he promoted environmental education in the church and a community based sustainable agriculture programme. 
Between 1981 and 1987 he was Director of the Department of Mission for the Anglican Church of Southern Africa, That position, like his present position with SAFCEI, is essentially one of communication – communicating the challenges of mission to the Church and now communicating the challenges of climate change and the environmental crisis in general to faith communities, as well as civil society and government.  
He was born and educated in Cape Town, studying history and social anthropology at the University of Cape Town (UCT).  He worked as a journalist and a teacher before reading theology at Emmanuel College, Cambridge.  He was ordained priest in St. Paul’s Cathedral and served in a parish in South Kensington, London, before returning to Africa to be priest-in-charge of the mission parish of Serowe, Botswana, a stark contrast to London. 

He is married to Kate, an environmental educator.  They have two daughters, both of whom are graduates of UCT.
In 2009 Bishop Davies was given the award of Environmentalist of the Year.  
